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THE PRESIDENTS PEN 

 

It is at this time of year that I get rather nostalgic for even though I have spent 50+ years in Aus-

tralia, I can still recall many childhood and some adulthood memories of Christmas in England. 

Yes, cold, miserable and mostly damp but I can recall the snow (building snow men and snow 

balls), open log fires, the aroma of a Norwegian pine Christmas tree, scrumptious roast turkey 

and Christmas pudding (complete with six-pence coins) all dished up on a freezing winter’s 

Christmas Day. These special memories warms the cockles of my heart.  

I can recall, as a young school-boy, visiting local neighbourhoods singing carols at the front door 

of homes seeking donations to support the under-privileged to bring them a little cheer at this 

time of year. An almost care-free era and an activity that would be forbidden by parents today. 

As a parent, Christmas was initially experiencing the joy & pleasure with one’s own children. 

Now, as a grand-parent, it’s being replicated with the grandchildren. The delight of seeing their 

eyes wide open, accompanied with big smiles and laughter in their voices, all bound up in the 

excitement of opening presents around the Christmas tree, with the carols playing in the back-

ground. A heart-warming scene.  

Christmas is always a special time, as many of us will be able to see family, relations and 

friends that have meaning in our lives and to share happy and memorable times together. So 

enjoy this time of year, be safe, take plenty of photographs and I look forward to seeing you all 

again in the New Year. 

A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to you all. 

“Don't shoot what it looks like; shoot what it feels like” - By Magnum Photographer David Alan 

Harvey 

 

Paul Franks 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
EDI Open A Grade  

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Otway Coast” 

By Chris Reichl 

First Place 

“Elizabethan Nobility” 

By Peter Roupas 

Second Place 

“The Falconer” 

By Hans Kawitzki 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
EDI Open B Grade  

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Backyard Blitz” 

By Geoff Russell 

First Place 

“Lake Tyrell Sun” 

By Bob Medwell 

Second Place 

“Horseshoe Falls Tas” 

By Judy Medwell 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
Edi Open A and B Grade Merits 

Judge Ian Kemp 

A Grade 

“Power of Seven” 

By Sheryle Griffiths 

B Grade 

“Spring is Here” 

By Sandra McArthur 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
print Open a Grade  

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Fandango” 

By Dee Kelly 

First Place 

“Olivia” 

By Heather Prince 

Second Place 

“Bat” 

By Ketut Suwitra 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
print Open B Grade  

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Wide Open Sandbar” 

By Robert Long 

First Place 

“Storm Clearing, Buckety Plain” 

By David Rendle 

Second Place 

“Lost World in the Otways” 

By Robert Long 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
Print Open A and B Grade Merits 

Judge Ian Kemp 

A Grade 

“Spires of Fire 

By Sandy Mahon 

B Grade 

“Silk and Stone” 

By Brian Farey 

B Grade 

“Morning Mist” 

By Brian Farey 

A Grade 

“Forsythia” 

Chris Reichl 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
 Set Subject A Grade 

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Good Friends” 

Sheryle Griffiths 

First Place 

“The Sausage Catcher” 

By Judith Wood 

Second Place 

“Baaaabara and Girlfriends 

By Shelley McKiernan 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
 Set Subject B Grade 

Judge Ian Kemp 

“Artie on the Run” 

By Judy Medwell 

First Place 

“2 More Beers Before I Can Go” 

By Darryl Martin 

Second Place 

“Shadow” 

By Geoff Russell 

Third Place 



 

 

 November COMPETITION RESULTS 
Set Subject Merits 

Judge Ian Kemp 

A Grade 

“Rosie” 

By David Grant 

B Grade 

“No B Grade Merits 



 

 

The Month That Was – November 2022 

Welcome to “The Month That Was” for November 2022 which comprises of an aggregate of 

club events, including images, which took place during the month.  

Enjoy! 

GCC NOVEMBER COMPETITION MEETING 02/11/22 
 
The club competition, held on 2nd November for Open Prints, Open EDI's and Set Subject 
EDI's (Pets), was adjudicated by guest judge Ian Kemp who is a fine art and commercial 
photographer from Ballarat. 
 
Ian began his professional photography career in 2018. He was a finalist in Australasia’s Top 
Emerging Photographers in 2018. Since then he has received a number of other national 
awards including being a finalist in the Ballarat International Foto Biennale Open Program 
Awards in 2019. 
 
Congratulations to all the winning entries on the night which comprised of a considerable 
number of excellent images as usual. The winning images can be viewed on the websites 
Gallery page. 
 
After the judging, Ian talked about his new work in Photogravure which is a hand printed pho-
to-mechanical print created from an etched printing plate and is a time-consuming, labor-
intensive, costly process. Ian showed to members an etched copper plate and the resultant 
print. Ian also presented some of his fine art "Flowers of Spring" portfolio and mentioned 
about other events he has on the horizon. 
 
 
GCC MEMBERS CLUB NIGHT 09/11/22 VIGEX Presentation 
 
The evening kicked-off with a presentation and the back story from Robert Long on his re-
cently awarded image Library Light and Bob Medwell on his awarded image Tessellate 
Pavement. 
 
This was followed by the introduction by Brien Cohn and video presentations, driven by Glo-
ria Van Der Meer, on the recent VIGEX 2022 Print Salon. We viewed the acceptances and 
award winning images from the all of the various categories. Many of these accomplishments 
were achieved by members of the Geelong Camera Club. 
 
Also shown were images taken of the various helpers and judges during the weekend of set-
ting up and conducting the judging as well as images taken at the opening of the VIGEX Ex-
hibition held at the Geelong Library & Heritage Centre. 
 
An interactive Q&A session followed the presentation. 
 
 
GCC MEMBERS CLUB NIGHT 16/11/22 – Pt Campbell Camp Presentation 
 
The evening commenced with a presentation and the back story from Chris Reichl on her re-
cently awarded image “Forsythia” and David Rendle on his awarded image “Storm Clearing, 
Buckety Plain”. 
 
Chris spoke of her set-up and lighting and some small discussion took place on some tech-
nical aspects in relation to the image such as focus point and high-key process. 

https://www.geelongcameraclub.org.au/galleries


 

 

David spoke of his B&W darkroom method in producing his final printed image. A sleeve 
with the negative and a copy of his darkroom settings were handed around for members to 
view whilst David explained it took a few attempts to get the dodging & burning timings to 
his satisfaction. 
 
This was followed by the AV presentation of images taken by club members and guests 
that attended the Port Campbell camp in October. Photographers present on the night pro-
vided some of their insights, techniques and some locations about their images. 
 
The evening closed with David Rendle who provided some more insights into the makers 
and subject matter of the last images from the club archives that now are hanging on a wall 
in the club room. More work is underway to add to the displayed collection. 
 
 
GCC MEMBERS CLUB NIGHT 23/11/22 – Guest Speaker Aaron Stanley 
 
The evening was devoted to our guest speaker Aaron Stanley who spoke of his experienc-
es in Antarctica. Post a 12 hour scenic flight from Melbourne, Aaron participated in a 12 day 
cruise and then followed up spending 13 months living and working at Davis Station with 
the Bureau of Meteorology between Jan 2016 – Mar 2017 as a field technician / weather 
observer. 
 
Aaron described the different ways to see Antarctica; Antarctica facts and its inhabitants; 
photographing in cold conditions; camera settings and gear and his experiences living and 
working in the Antarctica along with interesting tales including activities/events behind the 
scenes.  
 
Aaron exhibited his images of the terrain, the wildlife, weather conditions and the quintes-
sential Auroras. He also showcased a number of framed images which were placed on dis-
play around the room. The evening closed out with a Q&A session after a video of a few 
time-lapse displays of the Auroras Australis. 
 
 
GCC MEMBERS CLUB NIGHT 30/11/22 – Wine & Cheese Social Night 
 
A good turn-out for a social get together over drinks and nibbles at the club. Each member 
who arrived brought a photo of their younger self for a fun competition to guess who the 
member in the photo was. A wonderful idea by Sue Wilson which generated a lot of buzz in 
the room as a great deal of discussion took place between members about each photo and 
who it might be.  
 
I reckoned it was a little harder to identify the male members as some have less hair today 
than they did way back when, however, Steve Davies didn’t seem to have too much difficul-
ty as he identified the most members and settled on a box of “choccies” for his efforts. 
Thanks Sue for the suggestion for the evening and congratulations Steve for your insightful 
facial recognition ability. 
 
The reward, such as it was, for the most bizarre photo which left everyone dumbfounded 
and bemused goes to Mick Kupresanin for his photo of his daughters ultrasound scan. Mick 
always seems to bring his sense of humour no matter what the circumstances or occasion. 



 

 

CLUB SYLLABUS 

The club syllabus for next month as per below. Please note and be aware that the syllabus is 

subject to change after publication within this newsletter. Visit the GCC website to keep up to 

date on the syllabus front. 

 

NOTE: The final syllabus for 2023 will be made available as soon as possible after the club 

committee meeting on Monday 12
th
 December. 

 

DECEMBER 2022 

Wed 7th       Competition Night 

• Open Prints, Open EDI and AR EDI 

 

Wed 14th   GCC Christmas Breakup 

• 18:00 Valley Inn Hotel, Geelong 

 

 

JANUARY 2023 

Wed 18th  Welcome Back BBQ 

• 18:00 GCC Club Rooms, Geelong 

• February competition entries due for:-  

 Open Prints, Open EDI, Set Subject EDI “Industrial” 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2023 

Wed 1
st

       Competition Night 

• Open Prints, Open EDI, Set Subject EDI “Industrial” 



 

 

TECH CORNER 

2022: The year digital creep got too creepy 

 

And for something completely different. This opinion piece is an interesting, amusing and rele-

vant article that pretty well sums up the digital mess society has got itself into. 

Be very cautious out there in the WWW. 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/2022-the-year-digital-creep-got-too-creepy-20221124-

p5c14d.html  

 

GCC Website 

 

Come the New Year, you may well find further changes to the GCC website. The first amongst 

them will be a new URL or Domain Name (the web address you put into your web browser 

such as www.bom.gov.au). This will require you to save to favourites your new GCC website. 

Earlier this year shorter, simpler domain names were made available as a new option for Aus-

tralian web and email addresses such as “getyour.au” thereby alleviating using such names as 

com.au, org.au and net.au.  

 

.au direct domain names became available for general use meaning any person, business or 

organisation can register them, provided they meet the eligibility criteria in the .au Licensing 

Rules. Out of abundant caution, to eliminate impersonators, I purchased on behalf of the Gee-

long Camera Club the Domain name www.geelongcameraclub.au. This preserves its usage 

within GCC and prevents its use, nefarious or otherwise, by outsiders. 

Further, some GCC webpages will be placed behind a firewall (i.e. under password control) as 

some information is for internal consumption only. I recognise that to obtain club information via 

entering a password is a pain but their will remain only one password for all members and it 

keeps us safe and protected by limiting the amount of information that is publicly available and 

allows us to provide and enjoy access to member facilities, member only information, bookings 

and competitions etc. 

 

Finally, I will have to consider upgrading the current GCC password to make it stronger and 

more secure. It will not be any more complicated than it is today. It will be slightly changed to 

also include special characters to make it more difficult to crack by disreputable actors using 

brute force. 

 

Consider this. A password that is only 8 characters long comprising of only numerals and let-

ters (upper & lower case) has 62 reusable characters which means you have 8 to the power of 

62 combinations resulting in 218,340,105,584,896 combinations. It sounds a lot but it will only 

take 7 minutes of brute-force hacking to crack an eight-character password. However, a 12-

character password, which also contains special characters, could take some 3,000 years to 

brute-force crack. What a difference an additional 4 characters and including special characters 

in the password can make. 

 

So, besides a GCC password change as per above, you may like to consider the construction 

of the passwords you use personally to secure your information and absolutely also get setup 

with 2 factor authentication where ever possible. Unfortunately the onus is on us to protect our 

personal privacy as best as we can as the government and the corporate world has failed us 

big-time and will continue to do so. 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/2022-the-year-digital-creep-got-too-creepy-20221124-p5c14d.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/2022-the-year-digital-creep-got-too-creepy-20221124-p5c14d.html
https://getyour.au/


 

 

Geelong Camera Club – Member Bio – Chris Reichl 

 

What first sparked your interest in Photography? 

 

When I was young and travelling, I wanted to capture the feel 
of the countries I visited. That was mainly in slides.  Then I re-
tired and had some spare time, but no knowledge of digital 
photography so I enrolled in a U3A course.  Our teacher, Mar-
tin Young, was excellent and inspired us as a group to explore 
and experiment.  When he retired, this group wanted to contin-
ue to learn, to take photos, and to critique them.  Thus was the 
birth of the Lightseekers Group within the Geelong Camera 
Club. 

 

 

What are your photographic interests? 

 

I want to show the beauty of the natural world, so forests, trees, fungi, water, are my favour-
ites. This leads to Landscapes and Seascapes. 

More recently I do take Still Lifes, mostly using flowers from the garden. 

 

 

Do you have a Bucket list shot or a place you would love to visit to do photography? 

 

Not really.  I think COVID taught us that there is beauty close to home, and we just need to no-
tice it.  We do not have to travel to the ends of the earth to find great photos. 

 

 

Do you have a preference, Monochrome or Colour? 

 

I prefer colour, often softened by fog. 

 

 

Do you have other hobbies or passions? 

 

I like to spend time in the garden, I read lots of books, and spend time with my boys and their 
families. 

 

 

What would we be surprised to learn about you? 

 

I was regarded as a Tomboy when young. Always up a tree, or roaming Templestowe on my 
pony. 

 



 

 

lightseekers 
Special interest group 

Since the last Newsletter Report, Lightseekers have had several field trips dur-
ing the continuing wet weather.  

 

The Lavender farm near Daylesford provided lots of opportunity for rainy photos 
with umbrellas, for those brave members who attended.  We may have spent 
more than the usual amount of time in the café, gathering strength for the next 
foray into the weather. It is a place with many photo opportunities with old build-
ings and farm equipment, plus lovely gardens and animals. 

 

The trip to Melbourne Zoo was more difficult due to train cancellations, and 
many opted for a social morning at the Black Cup instead. 

 

Ballarat Wildlife Park was well attended, with a mostly fine day. The meerkats 
were doing their usual cheeky Meercat thing. There is a good collection of rep-
tiles with a couple of Komodo Dragons, which were exciting to see. My favour-
ites were the Sumatran Tigers.  Such glorious animals, there as part of a breed-
ing program as they are endangered due to habitat loss. 

 

Due to the above outings, we had many images to critique in our last meeting in 
the Club Rooms. The Term Challenge was also presented, “showing Mood in our 
images”.  

 

The final meeting for the year, is our Break-up at Leura Winery.  

Have a great break and Happy Christmas. 

 

Chris Reichl 



 

 



 

 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  2022-2023 
 

Full Year, from July 

> Single:  $65 
> *Concession Single:  $55 
> Full-Time Student:  $55 

> Family (2 people):  $95 

(Additional members $35 each) 

> *Concession Family (2 people): $80 

(Additional members $30 each) 

 

*Concessions: Aged Pension, Govt Seniors Card, Unemployed, Full-Time Student, Disability Pension. 

** See Treasurer for pro-rata rates applicable from January-July. 

Studio Hire: $20.00 using your own studio lights.  

$40.00 + $50 refundable bond, 

  if using the Club’s studio lights. 

(conditions apply) 

Darkroom: $ (currently unavailable) 

 

PRO RATA MEMBERSHIP FEES 

2023 

January to End April  =  50% of Full Year fees 

> Single:  $32.50 

> Concession Single:  $27.50 

> Full-Time Student:  $27.50 

> Family (2 people):  $47.50 

(Additional member $17.50) 

> Concession Family (2 people): $42.50 

(Additional member $17.50) 

May to 30th July 

All Fees = $nil 

Or, 25% for Voting & Competition Rights 

> Single:  $17.50 

> Concession Single:  $17.50 

> Full-Time Student:  $17.50 

> Family (2 people):  $27.50 

(Additional member $12.50) 

> Concession Family (2 people): $22.50 

(Additional members $12.50) 

 

To pay by EFT: submit your payments to 

Westpac Bank 

Geelong Camera Club 

BSB: 033622 

Acct: 400835 

 

Or go to any Westpac bank and pay your membership subscription directly.  

You Must Include Your Name and Member Number in the Transaction 

Cash and cheques will no longer be accepted by the treasurer. 


