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PRESIDENTS PEN
In the past two weeks there has been two very significant media events, one overseas in
the UK and the other in Melbourne. Of course the overseas event was the passing and
funeral of Queen Elizabeth II and the local event was the AFL Grand Final at the MCG.
No one does pageantry comparable or as well as the British and the events surrounding
QEII were emotional, colourful, and substantial and performed with such precision.

Congratulations to Geelong FC for an outstanding year and finals campaign that brought
them their 10th VFL/AFL Premiership. No matter your allegiances, it was a terrific outcome
for the football club, Geelong and the local communities.
Whilst these two events we watched are ostensibly comprised of moving imagery, these
occasions did get me thinking about still/journalistic photography in particular. Whilst TV
dominates our media coverage, our newspapers and magazines still rely on photographs
and between these two occasions, goodness knows how many digital images would have
been produced. Leaving aside the processes and technology on how the images get to
the publisher, the burden would have been immense on the photographers to capture the
moment(s) and deliver on a once in a life-time event. Not to mention trying to get that image that outshines all other images that will hit the front pages around Australia or the
world.
These photographers will have to be amongst the worlds best because not only must they
obtain perfectly exposed, in-focus and composed images, they are trying to capture moments of constant motion, emotion and to tell a powerful story. Whilst the royal photographer is maybe looking for the portrayal and the missteps of the pageantry, drama and the
emotions evident in people’s faces – royalty in particular - the football photographer is
seeking the best images to portray the drama, impact and physical elements of this great
game as well as the emotions of disappointment, anger and/or joy of players. For both, it’s
a constant moving tapestry demanding to be captured in a single image.
There is no doubt the leaps and bounds with digital camera technology aids the professional photographer today, but they still have to be prepared, ready and accomplished.
However, I still “dip my lid” to these men and women who bring such amazing imagery into our view on such occasions and no doubt these images will endure for posterity.
As a by the by, if you want to understand and see how some of the best professional photographers operate, take yourself to Youtube and search for “The Masters” by Adorama.
These are approx. 10 minute snippets into the lives of a variety of photographers, their
genres and how they perfect their craft. A very interesting series worth visiting.

Now, onto some club matters.
Competition Night 5th Oct: Prior to the commencement of the competition evening, a short
Special General Meeting will be held to propose, consider and vote on a motion to extend
the current 2022-23 club year by 1 month and for every year thereafter, to change the club
year to commence from 1st August until 31st July. You will have received an email from Paul
Muir announcing the Special General Meeting along with a Proxy form if required.
GCC Camp Oct 21st-23rd: The club camp this year is being held at Port Campbell. Accommodation being utilised via the NRMA Park + Resort or the Sow & Piglets Brewery & Guest
House. If you still want to come along and you can lock in accommodation, please advise
Bob & Judy Medwell of your intentions to attend.
Club Apparel: Through the endeavours of Sandra McArthur and Steve Davies, club apparel is now available sporting the club logo. A variety of items can be purchased from caps
through to weather proof jackets. Access to your apparel purchase can be made via the
club website home page or by going directly to https://promote-it.com.au/geelongcc/.
Christmas Function Dec 14th: Heather Prince has arranged for the club Christmas function to be held at the Valley Inn Hotel, Geelong on Wednesday 14 th December. You can
register your intentions either through the GCC website home page or on the form pinned to
the club notice board. A cash deposit of $20pp will be required by Heather to confirm your
booking. This will be returned to you on the night.
Well, that’s a wrap. Please remember, I am always available so if you have a query, an issue, a grievance or better still an idea, suggestion or want to volunteer, then please do not
hesitate to reach out to me.
Here’s wishing you a productive, and enjoyable photographic journey over the next month
and please stay safe.

Paul Franks

“A good photograph is knowing where to stand” - Ansel Adams
“Your first 10,000 photographs are your worst” - Henri Cartier-Bresson

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
Print Open A GRADE

Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“Light Study with Lemons”
By Heather Prince

Second Place
“Defying Winter”
By Heather Prince

Third Place
“Stark”
By Sandy Mahon

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
Print Open B GRADE
Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“Reflections on Mt Beauty”
By Judy Medwell

Second Place
“Silo Door Narrabri”
By Robert Long

Third Place
“Dawn Flotilla”
By Sam Neumann

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
A and B grade Open Print Merits
Judge Mark Bloothoofd

A GRADE
“Cattlemans Welcome”
By Sandy Mahon

A GRADE
“The Cherry”
By Hans Kawitzki

B GRADE
“Curlew”
By Gerry Van der Meer

B GRADE
“Cruising Past Cape Sorell Lighthouse”
By Judy Medwell

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
EDI Open A GRADE

Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“Last Embers”
By Brian Farey

Second Place
“Feeding Finch”
By Sue Wilson

Third Place
“Seek only Light and Freedom”
By Peter Roupas

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
EDI Open B GRADE

Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“Perry Sand 5 06am
By Gerry Van der Meer

Second Place
“Corio Bay”
By Darryl Martin

Third Place
“Stacked Chairs”
By Chris George

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
A and B grade Open EDI Merits
Judge Mark Bloothoofd

A GRADE
“Still Surviving”
By Brien Cohn

A GRADE
“Corio Bay Sunrise”
By Brian Farey

B GRADE
“Parry Lagoons”
By Gerry Van der Meer

B GRADE

“Spring Emerging”
By Steve Davies

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
Set Subject A Grade

Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“Young Hurdler”
By Frank Kennedy

Second Place
“Show Jumping”
By Frank Kennedy

Third Place
“Hang in There”
By Sheryle Griffiths

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
Set Subject b Grade

Judge Mark Bloothoofd

First Place
“The Pedalling Fly Catcher”
By Robert Long

Second Place
“The Surfer”

By Lyndall Abbott-Young

Third Place
“Admiring the View”
By Nick Abbott-young

sEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS
Set Subject A and B Grade Merits
Judge Mark Bloothoofd

A GRADE
Awkward Landing”
By Paul Franks

A GRADE
“Trick Skiing”
By Judith Wood

B GRADE
“Water-skiing on Loddon River”
By Judy Medwell

B GRADE

lightseekers
Special interest group
Last month we had two very different outings.
Thanks to the persistence of Peter Roupas, after two years of postponed visits, the Lightseekers Group finally went to the Rosemont Stud in Ceres. It was foaling time so we had to be
mindful not to upset the mares and foals. We could not get very close to the horses, and the
mares were skilled in leading the young foals down to the far end of their paddocks. Thus it
was a day when a telephoto lens was handy. We also explored the gardens and bluestone
house.
The morning spent in the Brisbane Ranges was interesting, with bush and wildflowers, an old
dam wall, and aqueduct to explore. Judith Wood helped us find the little flowers, with arrows
drawn on the track to show us where to look. The little gnat orchids were very tiny, slender,
and blended into the grasses. However, with help of Judith’s arrows, we soon found groups of
them, and out came our Macro lenses.
Below are some of the wildflowers from the Brisbane Ranges.
Chris Reichl.

Member Biography VINCENZO COLONNA

What first sparked your interest in Photography?
I was a little kid… understand how to make a decent print…collect memory…
moment… happy moment with family….today… collect places , people.

What are your photographic interests?
Landscape, portraits, industrial, street photo,

Do you have a Bucket list shot or a place you would love to visit to do
photography?
No…. usually when I feel to shot, I took the camera and just walk around.

Do you have a preference, Monochrome or Colour?
I like both styles, although in monochrome I’m still trying to understand its essence.

Do you have other hobbies or passions?
Yes,.. too many… sometimes they take me away from photography too..
I use to do diving and recently I have had a cracking deal on an underwater
camera… hopefully soon I will try my new gear.
I love to have a week end on motorcycle trip….riding the beast make me feel
free
And I’m start to be interested in hang gliding… one day.. I will feel like Icarus….

CLUB SYLLABUS
The club syllabus for next month as per below. Please note and be aware that the syllabus is
subject to change after publication within this newsletter. Visit the GCC website to keep up to
date on the syllabus front.
OCTOBER 2022
Wed 5th

Competition Night –

Open Prints, Open EDI and AR EDI
Entries due for November competition for Open Prints, Open EDI, Set Subject EDI "Pets"
Entries Due for Guys v Gals Competition
Thurs 6th

Lightseekers in-house

Sun 9th
Sunday Photo Outing
Edwards Point walk Bellarine
Thurs 13th Corio Bay Inter Club Competition
Virginia Todd Hall, 9-15 Clarence St., Geelong
Fri 14th
Lightseekers Field Trip
Geelong Show
Wed 19th
Club Photo Outing
Geelong Foreshore
Thurs 20th Lightseekers In-house
Fri 21st - 23rd
Port Campbell
Wed 26th

GC Camp Weekend

Guys v Gals Competition

Fri 28th
Lightseekers Field Trip
Daylesford Lavender Farm

TECH CORNER
OPTUS Data Breach:
I have no doubt that you have heard in recent days all about the Optus data breach and if you
are an Optus client, I am sure this will cause you some angst. You might have received notification from Optus if your details have been stolen but please don't assume that you are safe if
you haven't received such an email. Your data could be used by criminals to take out fraudulent loans or impersonate victims, so it is vital that you take all the precautions possible.
Optus has established an Optus Data breach Response information website via IDCARE
located at https://www.idcare.org/optus-db-response. If you are concerned about the Optus
data breach, please see the information at this website. Note, a fair proportion of the information is relevant not just for Optus customers but for anyone who uses the internet, which is
a fair majority of all Australians.
To start with, if you think your email address has been compromised then you can verify this
by typing your email address(es) into this safe website HaveIBeenPwned.
Below are some other reputable sites with expert advice on how to protect yourself not only
because of the Optus data breach but to protect against any fraudulent activity associated
with your online presence.
The Australian Cyber Security Centre at cyber.gov.au
Moneysmart
The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
Whilst larger fraudulent activity has occurred with overseas organisations such as Yahoo in
2013 when hackers compromised around 3 billion people’s data; in April 2021, a hacker published 533 million Facebook users’ details on a low-level hacking forum; Apple are not immune as 128 million iPhone users were previously compromised with malware, but this is by
far the largest that has occurred in Australia.
The cyber-attack, which resulted in the personal information of up to supposedly 9.8 million
Optus customers being illegally obtained, is a huge wake-up call to all Australians to be vigilant about online security. I should add that every corporation, small to medium businesses
and home users are all subject to and not immune from being hacked. Unfortunately, the onus
is on us to protect our privacy as the government and the corporate world has failed us bigtime and will continue to do so.
If you want to read more about the biggest data breaches, check out this website as its interesting reading about who has been impacted. In some cases, the same company has been
hacked more than once: www.upguard.com/blog/biggest-data-breaches
P.S. I know that we are a Camera/Photography club but it’s a fact that we use PC’s/laptops,
tools, cloud based storage and email to communicate and therefore this article is relevant to
us all. It is intended to be an educational/informational exercise, all in our best interests.

The Month That Was – September 2022
Welcome to “The Month That Was” for September 2022 which comprises of an aggregate of
club events, including images, which took place during the month.
In addition, other notable events will be recognised for example this month, congratulations
were in order for several of our club member’s achievements in the 2022 VIGEX Print Salon.
Enjoy!
GCC SEPTEMBER COMPETITION MEETING 07/09/22

The club competition, held on 7th September for Open Print, EDI and Set Subject Sports/
Action, was adjudicated by guest judge Mark Bloot’hoofd who has judged at Camera Clubs,
including GCC previously, for over 20 years and is a current member of the APJA.
Mark has been a professional photographer for over 30 years. He is the current Photographic Manager at Arthur Reed Photos that specialises in School Photos which involves class
and portrait photography but also includes Graduation, Kinder, sport teams, event, corporate
and promotional photography. Mark has also done press photographic work for the regional
paper, The Portland Observer.
While photography is Mark's profession, it is also his interest and hobby. Mark enjoys landscape, nature and uses photography as a reason to get out and see the world.
At the end of the meeting, Mark provided an AV presentation on Arthur Reed Photos school
classes and portrait photography work.
Congratulations to all the winning entries on the night which comprised of a considerable
number of excellent images. The winning images can be viewed on the websites Gallery
page.
GCC MEMBERS CLUB NIGHT 14/09/22
A varied and notable club night. The evening commenced with the Winning Images Discussion segment by Gerry Van Der Meer and Chris George providing the background and insights into their recent club award winning images.
Gerry spoke of his story in capturing the image of a Curlew at Serendip Sanctuary and how
he decided on the final image from several images which were shown. Gerry also described
his camera setting and his small amount of post-processing to produce the final image. The
final print result was a very striking portrait.
Chris gave us the background story of his EDI creation Stacked Chairs. Chris showed us the
before scenario of where the chairs were situated in the Geelong Library and explained his
thought processes on relocating/positioning them and developing his final setup to create
his image. With some careful post processing he produced a remarkable black & white abstract.
We then heard from David Rendle who provided fascinating insights into the authors and
topics about 3 images from the club archives that have been copied, mounted and now are
hanging on a wall in the club room. The images themselves were selected by our past archivist, Gloria Van Der Meer, for David to tackle the task of mounting, framing and hanging. In
all, there are presently 11 framed images in the "archivist gallery" with some more to come
and David will speak to another 3 next week.

The evening then wrapped up with a very interactive workshop developing ideas and suggested proposals for the club's syllabus. The ideas/suggestions came fairly thick and fast and it
was terrific to see everyone putting forward their thoughts. Many members were willing to
suggest multiple ideas that were warmly received. There were numerous excellent proposals
captured and no doubt they will be incorporated into the syllabus over the months ahead.
GCC GUEST SPEAKER 21/09/22
The guest speaker for the evening was Amanda Blanksby who spoke about Underwater Photography.
Amanda Blanksby, based in Perth, is a keen underwater photographer and is the vice
president of the Western Australia Underwater Photographic Society (WAUPS).
Amanda has been scuba diving for more than 20 years, and got hooked on underwater
photography over 10 years ago when she joined WAUPS. Since then she has travelled
to photograph coral reefs in Indonesia, snorkelled with humpback whales in Tonga,
and dived various reefs, wrecks and jetties at locations along the Western Australia
coastline.
Her presentation, simply titled ‘Underwater Photography”, focussed on the basics including
equipment, lighting, macro and wide angle, challenges encountered and provided
some image tales along the way.

Whilst unlikely that any club member will take on serious underwater photography, Amanda
provided a comprehensive background on the required kit for both photography and diving
and spoke about the difficulties of travelling due to the considerable weight.
Amanda highlighted that in many respects underwater photography follows the usual concepts of composition, lighting, subject eye(s) in sharp focus and so forth. Underwater challenges included colour variations that occurs at various depths, the direction of natural light
and back scatter when using strobes which light up particles in the water in between the lens
and the subject and sometimes behind the subject. Amanda's thorough and interesting
presentation was illustrated with many exceptional photographs which portrayed a photographic genre and an environment that we rarely get to see.

The evening was then closed out by David Rendle who provided some further insights into the
makers and subject matter of another 3 images from the club archives that now are hanging
on a wall in the club room.
GCC MEMBERS EDUCATION EVENING 28/09/22
An evening with a diversity of presentations opened by Ross Hyde and Heather Prince on the
topic of Techniques on sharpening images and dealing with blown highlights.
Ross explained the purpose and how the technique of sharpening effects the image. He then
walked us through his initial Lightroom workflow and then delivered an example of his approach to sharpening and noise reduction providing substantive detail behind the purpose and
effect of each slider in the Detail Panel. Ross also illustrated how to use the Lightroom masking tools to concentrate where the sharpening can be targeted rather than a global sharpen to
the image.

Heather demonstrated the multitude of different sharpening options in Photoshop and indicated that not all sharpening options are optimal as each has a different effect and result on the
image. Some options are better than others but it is a matter of practise, gaining knowledge to
determine which type of image is treated accordingly with the type of Photoshop sharpening
tool. Heather also mentioned that you can also target your sharpening to a specific part of the
image for the desired results.
Heather also walked us through how to deal with blown highlights in several different ways.
Again, Photoshop provides a multitude of choices and it’s the usual trial and error approach
as too what will work best with the blown highlight circumstance. Heather demonstrated the
content aware, healing brush and the clone stamp tools to demonstrate the success or otherwise of the effect of these tools. Heather pointed out that the results can be finessed by using
the opacity and blend layers options and also using the Blend-if tool is also useful in blending
any of the tool results.
Heather then followed up with an entertaining segment about Audio Visual production. Tools
such as Powerpoint are practical but Heather has used FotoMagico, a slide show maker for
the MAC and iPad, for creating her AV’s. For competitions, Heather informed us that it is a requirement to keep an AV to 3:21 minute’s duration. Heather showed 4 of her AV creations
ranging from serious topics to the humorous all of which captivated the audience.

The evening was then wrapped up by David Rendle who provided some more insights into the
makers and subject matter of another 3 images from the club archives that now are hanging
on a wall in the club room.

BLUE WATERS LAKES RESERVE - SUNDAY OUTING 11/09/22
An oasis hidden away amongst homes in Ocean Grove, the Blue Waters Lake Reserve was
quite delightful.
Not large by any means and popular with local residents to wander or run around but it did
offer the photographer a variety of water birds such as Spoonbills; White Egret, Pelicans,
Black Swans with cygnets, Cormorant and a variety of ducks with ducklings. A number of
birds were darting around and a pair of Willy Wagtails were flittering around their nest in a
very easily accessible tree location which enabled their image capture.
Also, for the keen eyed photographer, flora and quite a few novelty subjects were available
to capture in gardens abutting the lake which added some variety and humour to the outing.
A pleasant morning out and about and here are some photographs from the day.

CONGRATULATIONS – 2022 VIGEX International Print Salon Awards

Congratulations to the following club members on attaining VIGEX Awards as per below. The
award images can be can be viewed at the VIGEX Website.
Monochrome Open - Merit

Peter Roupas

Colour Open

- PSA GOLD MEDAL - Best in Section

Margaret Metcalfe

- Merit

Dee Kelly
Margaret Metcalfe

Creative Colour

Scapes

- PSA GOLD MEDAL - Best in Section

Michelle Stokie

- FIAP Gold Medal

Margaret Metcalfe

- FIAP HM RIBBON 2

Kerry Boytell

- PSA GOLD MEDAL - Best in Section

Kerry Boytell

- Merit

Kerry Boytell

MONTHLY APPRECIATION AWARD - SEPTEMBER 2022
Commencing from September, the club Committee has re-introduced the Monthly Appreciation Award in recognition of individual(s) who provide support/assistance, guidance and leadership in the operation of the club.
On this occasion we recognise 2 club members, Leo Tancredi and Larry Devenish for their
workmanship in the preparation of the TV relocation. This entailed:
• organising trades (electrical & plasterer),
• purchase of a number of materials including timber, paint supplies, HDMI cables etc.,
•
hands-on labour in the preparation, building/renovation and painting the TV wall.
All of this activity whilst trades and resources were combating Covid. Well done and thank
you Leo & Larry.

CLUB NEWS

Members, please be aware that the council has
erected No Standing signs along the service
road that we use to get to our club rooms.

To have articles of interest that you
would like included in the newsletter, please send them to
heather.oflynn@outlook.com

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2022-2023
Full Year, from July
>
>
>
>
>

Single: $65
*Concession Single: $55
Full-Time Student: $55
Family (2 people): $95
(Additional members $35 each)
*Concession Family (2 people): $80
(Additional members $30 each)

*Concessions: Aged Pension, Govt Seniors Card, Unemployed, Full-Time Student, Disability Pension.
** See Treasurer for pro-rata rates applicable from January-July.
Studio Hire: $20.00 using your own studio lights.
$40.00 + $50 refundable bond,
if using the Club’s studio lights.
(conditions apply)
Darkroom: $ (currently unavailable)
PRO RATA MEMBERSHIP FEES
2023

January to End April = 50% of Full Year fees
>
>
>
>

Single: $32.50
Concession Single: $27.50
Full-Time Student: $27.50
Family (2 people): $47.50

(Additional member $17.50)
>
Concession Family (2 people): $42.50
(Additional member $17.50)
th
May to 30 July
All Fees = $nil
Or, 25% for Voting & Competition Rights
>
Single: $17.50
>
Concession Single: $17.50
>
Full-Time Student: $17.50
>
Family (2 people): $27.50
(Additional member $12.50)
>
Concession Family (2 people): $22.50
(Additional members $12.50)
To pay by EFT: submit your payments to
Westpac Bank
Geelong Camera Club
BSB: 033622
Acct: 400835
Or go to any Westpac bank and pay your membership subscription directly.
You Must Include Your Name and Member Number in the Transaction
Cash and cheques will no longer be accepted by the treasurer.

